
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



550 THE SCOURING OF THE WHITE HOUSE. [April, 

4. — The Scouring of the White Horse ; or the Long- Vacation Ramble 
of a London Clerk. By the Author of " Tom Brown's School Days." 
Illustrated by Richard Doyle. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 
1859. 1 6mo. pp. xii. and 324. 

This volume is of a more local and limited interest than was the 
manly and vigorous sketch of English school life which first introduced 
its author to American readers. But in every other respect it fully 
sustains his reputation ; and it is pervaded by the same healthful and 
thoroughly English spirit which marked his earlier work. It relates 
chiefly to the traditions connected with "White Horse Hill, in the parish 
of Uffington, in Berkshire ; but it also comprises some charming pictures 
of English country life, and the whole is connected by a slight thread of 
story. The main purpose, however, is to commemorate the Scouring 
of the White Horse, which was celebrated in September, 1857. The 
nature and object of this festival may be thus briefly described. Upon 
the side of one of the principal chalk hills in TJffington is carved a rep- 
resentation of a horse, covering nearly an acre of ground. When, by 
whom, or for what purpose this figure was first cut, is not known. Ac- 
cording to the traditions of the neighborhood, it was made by order of 
Alfred the Great, to commemorate one of his victories over the Danes. 
It is at least certain that the figure is of great antiquity, and there seems 
to be no sufficient reason for doubting the substantial accuracy of the 
traditional account. From time immemorial it has been the custom of 
the neighboring parishes to have a " scouring " at irregular intervals of 
time, for the purpose of deepening and cleaning the trenches which 
form the figure. These occasions have brought together large multi- 
tudes, and have been celebrated with various athletic games and sports. 
Printed accounts of some of these festivals are extant ; and the recol- 
lections of old men who were present at others furnish some curious 
facts in regard to the manner of their celebration. The author of the 
volume before us, Mr. Thomas Hughes, was one of the committee in- 
trusted with the management of the last scouring; and at the request of 
his associates he has prepared this memorial of the festival. 

The book is autobiographic in form, — the hero being a London clerk 
who accepts an invitation from a Berkshire friend to pass his vacation in 
the West Country. Accordingly he goes down to the neighborhood of 
White Horse Hill, attends the scouring, picks up much local informa- 
tion, and finally falls desperately in love with the pretty sister of his 
host. The plot of the story, if we may venture to designate it so, is very 
slender ; and the volume derives but little of its interest from the story. 
Its real interest and value are to be found in the bits of antiquarian lore 
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which it carefully gathers up, in its picturesque descriptions of the 
games celebrated upon the hill during the two days of the festival, and 
in its admirable sketches of rural life in England. Here the author is 
entirely at home ; and his clear and idiomatic style is admirably suited 
to his subject. 

Among the most curious illustrations of his theme which he has 
brought forward, is a copy of the handbill issued previously to the 
scouring of 1776, which enumerates among other prizes, " Smocks to be 
run for by ladies, the second best of each prize to be entitled to a silk 
hat." In 1785 and in 1803 there were grinning-matches, in which the 
candidates grinned through horse-collars, much in the same manner, we 
suppose, as the fortunate cobbler described in the Spectator. Mr. Hughes 
has also interspersed his narrative with some clever songs and ballads 
in the Somerset and Berkshire dialects. But perhaps the finest passage 
in the volume is his spirited description of the battle of Ashdown, which 
stirs the reader as with the blast of a trumpet, and shows a vigor and 
force of imagination greater than Mr. Hughes has anywhere else exhib- 
ited. It needs only the harmony of numbers to rival the most spirited 
of modern ballads. At the end of the volume is a lay sermon on the 
proper observance of national festivals ; but it is clear that our author's 
strength does not lie in preaching. The Appendix contains some early 
notices of the "White Horse, and other interesting historical memoranda. 



5. — Lectures and Addresses on Literary and Social Topics. By the 
late Rev. Frederick W. Robertson, M. A., of Brighton. Bos- 
ton : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 12mo. pp. xxxix. and 318. 

Each new volume of Mr. Robertson's remains furnishes new evi- 
dence of the richness of his powers, and of the earnest and self-sacri- 
ficing spirit in which he labored for the good of other men. Whether 
in the pulpit or on the platform, expounding some pregnant passage of 
Sacred Scripture, discussing the characteristics of Wordsworth's poetry, 
or addressing words of hearty cheer to a "Workingmen's Institute, it 
was always with a single eye to the moral and religious benefit of his 
hearers that he spoke. His Sermons are among the most valuable 
contributions to our recent religious literature ; and the Lectures and 
Addresses before us are marked by the same qualities of mind and 
heart which have given popularity to the previous issues of his works. 
The volume opens with an interesting Preface, embodying some new 
facts in regard to Mr. Robertson's well-spent life, and enriched by 
numerous quotations from his letters. Following this are two Ad- 



